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Ascentria’s

Immigration 
Legal 
Assistance 
Program

• …provides free and low-cost legal services to immigrants in 

New England. 

• We Help:

• People in Immigration Court removal proceedings

• Asylum seekers

• Survivors of domestic violence

• Survivors of human trafficking

• Unaccompanied children

• Victims of crime in the United States

• Limited representation

• Naturalization

• Family reunification

• Adjustment of status (green card applications)

• Temporary protected status

• DACA

• Humanitarian Parole



Learning Objectives

Summarize common immigration statuses, 

including Humanitarian Parole and Asylum

Understand the general process of becoming 

a Green Card holder and then a US citizen

Identify appropriate volunteer assistance when 

seeking immigration relief



Disclaimer

The information provided in this presentation is for 

limited educational and informational purposes only. It 

is not intended as legal advice. Consult with an 

experienced immigration attorney or DOJ accredited 

representative for specific immigration legal advice.



Unauthorized Practice of Law
• The unauthorized practice of immigration law occurs when those who are not 

attorneys or accredited representatives:

• Provide legal assistance to applicants or petitioners in immigration matters

• Charge more than a nominal fee

• Hold themselves out to be qualified in legal matters

References:

• American Bar Association Avoiding the Unauthorized Practice of Immigration Law

• MA Attorney General’s Advisory Regarding the Unauthorized Practice of Immigration 

Law

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/immigration/projects_initiatives/fightnotariofraud/avoiding-the-unauthorized-practice-of-immigration-law/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/attorney-generals-advisory-regarding-the-unauthorized-practice-of-immigration-law/download


Who Can 
Help?

Only an attorney or an accredited representative working for an 
organization recognized by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 
can give you legal immigration advice.

• An attorney must be a member of the professional association in 
their state. Be sure the attorney you choose is in good standing 
with the association.

• To find a free or low-cost immigration attorney, check out this state-
by-state list from the U.S. Department of Justice

• You also can see this list from the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association to find an immigration attorney in your area.

• An accredited representative is not a lawyer but is authorized to 
give immigration advice.

• The accredited representative must work for an organization 
recognized by DOJ.

• Find the recognized organizations in your area on the Recognition & 
Accreditation Program page on DOJ’s website. The organization 
may charge you a fee.

You can represent yourself in immigration proceedings, if you 
choose. But due to the complexity it is not recommended. 

Immigration forms are free. Government filing fees are not free. You 
will likely have to pay filing fees when you submit completed forms 
to USCIS.

Reference- https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/avoid-
immigration-scams-and-get-real-help

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers
https://ailalawyer.com/
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognition-accreditation-roster-reports
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/avoid-immigration-scams-and-get-real-help




Sequence of Immigration Status

1. Nonimmigrant status that allows for Legal Permanent Residence (e.g. asylum, SIJ). Right 
now, HP status does NOT allow you to apply for LPR status.

2. Legal Permanent Residence/Green Card
1. Allows you to remain in the US permanently, as long you don’t abandon the status.

2. Unlimited work authorization.

3. Limited ability to sponsor other family (spouse, children only).

4. Crimes or other acts can negatively influence application.

3. US Citizenship
1. Only eligible after holding a Green Card for 3 years (if married to a US citizen) or 5 years (everyone 

else).

2. Must pass English proficiency and US civics tests.

3. Crimes or other acts can negatively influence application.



Green Card/Legal Permanent 
Residence



HUMANITARIAN 
PAROLE



Afghan HP
•Certain Afghans have been granted humanitarian 

parole. They likely have an Afghan parole notation, 

such as “OAW” or “OAR”.

•While parole allows for temporary lawful presence in the 

United States, it does not confer immigration status and 

does not provide a path to lawful permanent residence 

(a Green Card) or another lawful immigration status. 

• Individuals who are granted parole may apply for 

employment authorization after arrival.



Conditions of Afghan 
Parole

To maintain parole and remain in U.S. during 

this time, the Afghan parolee must follow 

certain conditions: 

1) receive certain vaccines and a TB test and 

2) notify USCIS of address changes within 10 

days by submitting Form AR-11, Alien’s Change 

of Address Card

See: USCIS Information Sheet for Afghan Parolees Departing Safe Havens

https://www.uscis.gov/ar-11
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/fact-sheets/Information_Sheet_for_Afghans_Departing_Safe_Havens-English.pdf


Working Authorization - Corrections

If the employment card (EAD) 
contains incorrect information 
or an incorrect photograph, 
submit to USCIS:

• The original card containing the error

• A detailed explanation of the card error (such 
as incorrect name, date of birth, etc.)

• Supporting documentation of the correct 
information, such as, a copy of the passport or 
Tazkira; and

• Your U.S. mailing address

• You do not have to submit a new Form I-765, 
Application for Employment Authorization or 
pay a fee to request an updated card

Send this information to: U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, Attn: OAW EAD Card 
Corrections, P.O. Box 648004, Lee’s Summit, MO 
64002



Post Afghan-HP…

•HP is a temporary status.

•Congress has NOT yet passed a law giving Afghan HP 

recipients unique immigration options.

•Most Common Options for Permanent Status:

• Asylum (escaping persecution)

• SIJ (abused, abandoned, or neglected children)

• Family-based petitions (if have US citizen or Green Card holding 

eligible relative)



HP for Afghans Outside 
the US

• Eligibility - compelling emergency or urgent humanitarian reason for a 
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL to be allowed temporary US entry.

• Sponsor must show financial ability to support applicant.

CAVEATS:

• You cannot use parole to avoid normal visa-issuing procedures or to 
bypass immigration procedures, including refugee processing.

• Very few HP applications are being approved for Afghans who weren’t 
part of the August 2021 US airlift.

Credit: AP Photo/Charles Krupa. Taken from: https://www.weau.com/2021/12/30/hundreds-afghans-denied-humanitarian-entry-into-us/



SIV (SPECIAL 
IMMIGRANT VISA)

Can apply for LPR status once approved for SIV status and are in the US. 



ASYLUM



Persecuted or fear persecution 
by their government, an 

affiliated agent, or someone 
the government can’t control, 

due to their:

Political Opinion

Race/Nationality

Religion

Member of 
Particular Social 

Group

Credit: ABC News, David McNew/Getty Images. Taken from: 

https://abcnews.go.com/US/asylum-seekers-us-border/story?id=54835812



Asylum

• Afghans aren’t automatically granted asylum.

• There are long waits for asylum interviews. Interviews include all immediate family 

members and go in depth about harm = psychologically taxing.

• Requirements Highlight:

• File within 1 year of entering US OR changed circumstances/country conditions

• Downside:

• Shouldn’t return to home country until have US citizenship (could take 10 years).

• Low rates of approval 



Family Based 
Applications

Credits: Irish Times - https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/refugees-seeking-family-reunification-face-a-new-obstacle-1.2915709 and Immigration World - https://www.immigrationworld.com/usa/us-family-based-green-

card-application/

https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/refugees-seeking-family-reunification-face-a-new-obstacle-1.2915709


Family Based Sponsorship

Taken from: DOS Visa Bulletin (Dec 2021). https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-law0/visa-bulletin/2022/visa-

bulletin-for-december-2021.html

US Permanent Residents 

can sponsor: 

- Spouse (immediate), 

- Minor unmarried 

children (immediate), 

- Unmarried adult 

children (6.5 year 

backlog)

US Citizens can sponsor:

- Spouse (immediate),

- Minor unmarried children 

(immediate), 

- Married or adult children  

(13 or 7 year backlog), and 

- Siblings (14 year backlog)



Family-based application -
Process

Credit: Path2USA. Taken from: https://www.path2usa.com/process-for-family-based-green-card



Other Nonimmigrant Statuses

•SIJ (Special Immigrant Juvenile) – for 
neglected, abandoned, or abused minors

•VAWA (Violence Against Women Act) -forced 
marriage or abusive marriage to a US citizen or 
US permanent residence

•U status – victim of crime



T (Human Trafficking)



What is trafficking?

Credit: National Human Trafficking Hotline. Taken from: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/what-human-trafficking



T (cont’d)

Benefits?

• Remain in U.S. for 4 years with work 
authorization

• Lots of public benefits, including cash 
assistance, housing assistance, food 
stamps, mental health services, etc.

• Can apply for Green Card after 3 years

• Potentially petition for LOTS of 
derivatives

Drawbacks

• With some exceptions, shouldn’t leave the US until receive 
Green Card

• 5K annual cap (but never been met)



CONTACT US
infolegal@ascentria.org

mailto:infolegal@ascentria.org


Thank you to US DOJ

This presentation was produced by Ascentria Care Alliance under grant number 2019-VT-

BX-0107, awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. 

Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations 

expressed in this brochure are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent 

the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 


